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Scott McNay 

Omineca Northern Caribou Project 
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Purpose 
 

·Stewardship of caribou & 
their habitat in north -
central BC 
·Finlay (60?) 

·Chase (556) 

·Wolverine (381) 

·Takla (125) 

·Scott (20-50?) 
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·Primarily related to 
industrial 
development 

·Declines of woodland 
caribou generally 

Motivation  
 

·Locally important  
·No formal protection  

· Information difficult to use  

·Land & Resource Management Plan 



Omineca Northern Caribou Project 
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·The project began in 1999 and is ongoing  

Timeline 
 

88-90 91-97 97-99 97-01 99-é. 

Wood Johnson 

Heard 

Hatler 

Lance 
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·Multi -dimensional Ą 
·Modeling 

·Resource inventory 

·Research 

·Adaptive management 

·Recovery and restoration 

·Long-term Ą now 12 years 

·Large investment Ą > $8 Million 

·Local business Ą 4-6 employees/year 

·Extensive products / award 

Quick facts 
 

Policy 

Adaptive 

Management 

Inventory 

Testing 

Modeling 

Monitoring 
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·Historic  
·Collaring (550) 

·Aerial telemetry (90,000) 

·Habitat measurements (600) 

·Habitat management trials (3) 

·Mortality investigations (600)  

·Population surveys (2,500) 

Data 
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Results 
 ·A baseline of information about caribou 

Life Requisites  

Displacement  Mortality  

Competition  

Photo: L. Hulstein 
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Results 
 ·A broadly applicable modeling approach (CHASE) 
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Results 
 ·Recovery Implementation Plan (Forrex 22) 
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Results 
 ·Protected habitat / Access to wood 
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Adaptive Management 
 ·Forage Lichens 

Treatment
Regime

Predicted
Condn for

Lichen

Harvesting
Method

Harvesting
Season

Site
Preparation

Regen
Method

1 Best WT Winter None Natural

2 Good CTL Winter None Natural

3 Good CTL Summer None Natural

4 Moderate CTL Summer None Plant

5 Worst CTL Summer
Drag

Scarify
Natural

6 Good WT Summer None Nat

7 Moderate WT Summer None Plant

8 Worst WT Summer
Drag

Scarify
Natural

9 Worst WT Summer
Drag

Scarify
Plant
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Adaptive Management 
 ·Predation Risk 
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·Sustainable flow of funding 
·Regular, periodic engagement with stakeholders 

·Monitoring the adaptive management projects 

·Habitat restoration  

·Factors that confound study results 
·Mountain pine beetle 

·Global climate change 

·Poor baseline information (many places) 

·Disseminating collected data & information 

Challenges 
 



·Partnerships with First Nations 

·Good baseline information (few places) 

Opportunities  
 


